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Organic Agriculture

Organic Agriculture is holistic production 

management systems which promotes and 

enhances agro ecosystems, health  

including bio diversity, biological cycles and 

soil biological activity.



Government Policies

ÅñMinimize the use of synthetic pesticides 

through promoting bio-pesticides and IPMò

ÅñPromote production and utilization of 

organic and bio-fertilizers and gradually 

reduce the use of chemical fertilizerò 



Government Supporting

Areas 

ÅFinancial assistance

ÅCoordination

ÅPopularization

ÅTechnology development and dissemination



Policies

Support

To 

increase

the

organic 

crop 

production 

in Sri Lanka

Government Involvement

Government support on 

OF should be further 

extended



Challenges for Organic Crop  

Production in Sri Lanka 

Soil Constraints

ÅLow soil OM

ÅLow soil fertility

ÅHigh soil acidity

ÅHigh soil erosion

ÅSoil compaction

ÅLow microorganisms



Problems Associated 

with Sri Lankan Soils

ÅLow organic matter content

ÅLow soil fertility 

ÅLow plant nutrient content (low P)

ÅHigh acidity

ÅSalinity

ÅFe toxicity

ÅPoor physical and

biological properties



Soils.



Low Soil Fertility

ÁPhysical

ÁChemical

ÁBiological



Available Soil P (mg/kg) in Different 

Cropping Systems in the LCWZ

Rice* Vegetable** Fruits**

Soil P No of 

Sites(%)

Soil 

P

No of 

Sites(%)

Soil 

P

No of 

Sites(%)

<5 33 <10 43 <5 41

5-10 36 10-20 30 5-10 28

10-20 26 20-30 03 10-20 17

>20 05 >30 24 >20 14

(Source: Wijewardana et al ., 1998*, 1999a**, 1999b***)



Application of 

Eppawala RP

50kg ERP/1000kg raw materials


